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could you not? But if we don’t continue to
appreciate the sacrifices that have been
made, neither will the generations following
us. And the more we take what we have for
granted, the more we lose those values the
first colonists in the new world built our
country upon. Now is our time to ensure that
the foundation of our nation does not crum-
ble. I know I said previously that the United
States becoming a free nation was only the
beginning, but if we as a nation continue to
strive for freedom and justice for all, we do
not have to be the end. Our country has suc-
ceeded all these years for one reason and one
reason only, and that is the effort that has
been put forth by citizens just like every one
of us in this room. We have the power to en-
sure that our country’s walls do not crumble,
all we have to do is remember its roots, and
continue to live by its foundation.

In times like these, when there are huge
obstacles facing us we need to keep our faith
in our country and its foundation. The first
settlers in the New World never gave up on
their hopes and dreams, despite the famine
and hardships they faced. Abraham Lincoln
never lost sight of the bigger picture, regard-
less of the alarming death tolls brought
about by the Civil War. He knew that our
founders had structured a government stur-
dy enough to withstand the hardships of war
and strife. All he had to do was encourage
the people of our nation to create a brighter
tomorrow. In the United States there is al-
ways a brighter tomorrow awaiting us, all
we have to do is build it.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
this year we celebrate many important anni-
versaries in our Nation’s civil space and aero-
nautics programs. Earlier this year, | intro-
duced H. Con. Res 287, which celebrated the
50th anniversary of the United States Explorer
| satellite, the world’s first scientific spacecraft,
and which marked the birth of the United
States space exploration program. Since the
successful Explorer | launch, we have built the
world’s leading civil space and aeronautics en-
terprise. Our human expeditions into space,
our robotic science probes exploring the Earth
and beyond, and our aeronautical research
and development initiatives continue to deliver
inspiring results and provide benefits to soci-
ety.

Today, | am pleased to be an original co-
sponsor of three resolutions that mark other
key milestones in our civil space and aero-
nautics activities: H. Res. 1315, Commemo-
rating the 50th Anniversary of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration; H.
Res. 1313, Celebrating the 25th Anniversary
of the First American Woman in Space; and
H. Res. 1312, Commemorating the 25th Anni-
versary of the Space Foundation.

H. Res. 1315 commemorates the 50th Anni-
versary of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), which was established
on July 29, 1958, through the National Aero-
nautics and Space Act of 1958. NASA has
achieved countless successes over the 50
years since its creation and H. Res. 1315 re-
calls many of the agency’s accomplishments
in human exploration, aeronautics, and space
and Earth science. | strongly agree with the
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sentiment expressed in H. Res. 1315, “. . .in
the last fifty years, NASA has positively im-
pacted almost every facet of our lives.”
NASA’s contributions to aviation, to increased
understanding of our climate, to the advance-
ment of our knowledge of the universe, and to
the development of countless technologies
that have made their way into broader societal
applications have fundamentally changed our
lives.

Madam Speaker, the applied uses of NASA
research and developments have enabled
weather and environmental monitoring, com-
mercial satellite communications, and major
improvements in commercial aviation. H. Res.
1315 marks NASA’s successful launches of
the first American manned spacecraft in 1961,
the first human expedition to the Moon in
1969, and the first Space Shuttle in 1981.
NASA’s international cooperative ventures
have allowed many of the world’s nations to
join together in advancing technology and
knowledge through the peaceful uses of outer
space. NASA’s first 50 years have yielded
truly remarkable discoveries and advances. |
want to thank Mr. McCAUL of Texas, who
along with Mr. LAMPSON of Texas, introduced
H. Res. 1315. H. Res. 1315 is an important
opportunity to recognize NASA’s half century
of achievements and the men and women of
NASA that have made them possible, and |
am pleased to support it.

As a result of NASA’s human exploration
program, we also celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of the first American woman in space, Dr.
Sally K. Ride. H. Res. 1313 commemorates
that date in June of 1983 when Dr. Ride flew
aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger, making
history by becoming the first American woman
in space. She went on to fly a second mission
in 1984. When training for Dr. Ride’s third mis-
sion ended as a result of the tragic Challenger
accident, she continued her contributions to
NASA and the Nation as an educator and ad-
visor. H. Res. 1313 honors Dr. Ride’s passion
and dedication as a tireless advocate for
young women and girls to pursue education
and careers in science, mathematics, and
technology. The opportunities she is creating
for our youth, especially girls and young
women, to acquire hands-on learning in
science will go far in training the next genera-
tion of leaders in science and engineering.
That is something | care passionately about,
and | thank my colleague, Mr. LAMPSON of
Texas for introducing H. Res. 1313.

In addition to the important role of our Fed-
eral government in the Nation’s space and
aeronautics programs, many non-govern-
mental organizations provide outreach, edu-
cation, and advocacy that enhance our space
and aeronautics activities. That is why |
strongly support H. Res. 1312, commemo-
rating the 25th anniversary of the Space Foun-
dation. The Space Foundation, which is
headquartered in Colorado Springs in my
home state of Colorado, is a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to using space to benefit hu-
manity and furthering space exploration, de-
velopment, and education. Since 1983, the
Space Foundation has helped to ensure the
strength and leadership of our space pro-
grams, and | am pleased that we can ac-
knowledge the Space Foundation’s endeavors
in this regard. | thank my colleague, Mr.
LAMBORN of Colorado, for introducing this res-
olution recognizing the Space Foundation for
its 25 years of excellence and service.
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Madam Speaker, our nation’s space and
aeronautics programs are critical sources of
innovation and inspiration for our Nation. The
contributions of NASA, our astronauts, and our
space advocacy organizations provide benefits
for our society, help strengthen our economy,
and help train the next generation of scientists
and engineers. | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H. Res. 1315 commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of NASA; H. Res.
1313 celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
first American woman in space, Dr. Sally K.
Ride; and H. Res. 1312 commemorating the
25th anniversary of the Space Foundation.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF M.W.
FORD UPON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 10, 2008

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on the occasion
of his 90th birthday, | proudly salute a true
public servant and model citizen of Dayton,
Texas, Milo Westel Ford Jr. | would like to rec-
ognize and honor M.W. Ford for his out-
standing leadership and commitment to the
people of Dayton.

A native born Texan and a life-long resident
of Dayton, Texas, Mr. Ford graduated from
Dayton High School and later Rice University.
In 1945 he retired from the United States Air
Force as a captain. He retired from Dayton
State Bank after 50 years of service.

During the 90 years of his life, Mr. Ford has
had a long career in public service. For three
years, he served as the mayor of Dayton. For
over 50 years Mr. Ford has been a Rotarian
in Dayton. He has been recognized by numer-
ous organizations. Some of these include: Cit-
izen of the Year from the Liberty Dayton
Chamber of Commerce and International Paul
Harris Fellowship Award from Dayton Rotary.
He served on the Dayton Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Legend Bank Board, Day-
ton Masonic Lodge, Lon Morris College Board
of Development, and the Dayton Historical So-
ciety. Mr. Ford’s contribution to the fundraising
efforts to help build the Jones Library in Day-
ton will not be forgotten. Both his hard work
and love for Dayton, Texas has earned him
enduring respect throughout the community.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate M.W. Ford on his 90th birthday.
| commend this remarkable Texan for his serv-
ice, dedication, and contributions to the City of
Dayton.

———
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Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to join the residents of Reading, Penn-
sylvania in celebrating the 100th Anniversary
of the City’s most recognizable landmark.

The Reading Pagoda has stood on roughly
10 acres on the southern tip of Mount Penn
overlooking Reading since 1908. The seven-
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